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HISTORY OF U.S.ASHY OK PAUHISA ISLIRU ^ 0 in ConJainer 

U.S. AHMV MlifTARV HFSTORV INSTITUTE " 

Oa 12 S«pt«aU«r I9U3, CiaCFAC notified COIHAWSliUkFSC^ that kems 


units would reliefs the 1st Defense Bstteli® on PAIMYRA about I5 
October 19U3« ■'Qd that it was expected statit defenses would be 
eaterially reduced. 

On 16 Sept.l9U3« e plan was proposed by Lt.Oen.Hobert C. Richardson, 
Jr. to ClnCPQA, bo relieve the 1st Marine Defense Battalion at PALMIRA 
about 15 October 1*3, by reodistributlzm the garriscai of CHHISTMAS Island. 
One AA gun battery would raan the gctemi AA guns and SCR -268 radar. One AA 
autonatie weapons battery would man the itOmm AA guns. One AA searohll^t 
platoon wodld nan the searohli|^ts and a SCR-268 radar. In addition there 
would be fumiahed two infantry oompanies (l rifle and 1 heavy weapons) 
and a headquarters detaohiaent and service units. On 29 September 19U3, 
this plan was approved by Admiral C.W.Blmitz. 

On 22 September 191*3# the request was made by CG,USA?’ICPA to CinCPOA 
that ceirtain equipaent now in possesalon of the Marines on PAIMIRA be 
transferred to the Ari^ units up«Ma their arrival. This included 
armament, amunition, transportaticsa, signal and engineer equipment, 
water stills, tanks, and refrigseators. Sons of these items were allowed 
to remain by the Marines and »am had to be replaced. 

e 

Qfficere of this task fores, appointed during the first half of 


September, were as follows 1 

CO - Lt.Col.Stuart G, Allingham, CAC 
Art.O Major Arthur H, Garvey, CAC 
S«2 - Ist 1^. Frank H. Reynolds, Jr,, Inf. 
S-3 - Capt, Morgan J. Craig, 136th Inf. 
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army 


.. ^8^ - Capt, Robert A. Liby, 123rd FA Bn, 
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(PAIMTRA Island Hlstory. cont ’d.) 

♦ 

Adj. » let Lt* (lator Capt.) Eug^me R* IVouby, ^ 

Capt* James E. ilacLazumn, SC 
1st lit, Edwin P. Kengerson, Inf* 

Chap. Ist Lb. Cecil C. TTrch* Chaplain C* 

2nd Lt. William B, Leonard, Ord. 

2nd Lt. DaTid D. Taylor, PA 
WO George A. Phelps, 

On 23 Sept, 14 . 3 # warning order was giTen to CG, HAMC for the movement of 1 
Battery 715* CA (AA), 90a® guns 
Battery I, 97th CA (AA) 37nan AW 
Ist Platoon, Battery E, 93^<i CA (AA) Searchlight. 

On 25 Sept U 3 , warning orders were Issued the following! 


Task Force Headquarters 

9 Off. 

1 wo 

16 EM 

Ordnance Detachment 

1 


15 

Signal Detachraeat 

1 

- 

37 

Exchange Detachment 

1 

- 

0 

Cehmloal HCO 

m 


1 


On 28 Sept Jj.5» was agreed that the Marines would leave on PAIMIRA 
snd the Ar:i^ would replace on OATItT: 

2 - SCR ^68 "A" 

2 - 19^+0 60 * AA mobile S^A*, with control, oables, power. 

2 - 1936 " « " " 

On 29 Sept Uj, it was agreed between CG.GSAFiCPA and CO lUth SDt 
Pour reefers would be left at Phlmyra, without replacement by Army 
Four - 10,000 gallon steel tanks and evaporators, now at Palmyra, would be 
removed by the I^rines, and replaced by the Army. 

On 30 Sept.Ij. 3 * CO, HI^FXCFA sent an LCI to Lt.Col.Stuart C.Allingham. 
This stressed need for seciurity, and appointed him CO of a Task Force to 

mQm tfNC]-ASSll’,H*.D 



UNCLASSIFJF.D 


(PALSmA Islutd History^ etmt'd) 

replacs all Marine forces on PAItfTBA Island not later than I 5 October h3* 
Ho would operate under oonmiand of the Naval Conaander of the island in 
defense thereof ai^inst land« sea, or air attack. All eleaients of the TF 
would be ready to depart on or about 3 October h3$ water transportation 
to be fiornlshed by AI%SC« Unloading would be in coordination with the 
Naval Cotmnander at PAUflHA. 


The oonposition of the Task Force 

was designated* 

30 Sept.l9U3. 

to bet 

CA Battery #^15 (AA) 

h Off 

WO 112 EM 

115 Total 

Battery I* 97th CA (AA) 

6 

I 3 U 

lltO 

1st put* Battery E* 93 d CA (AA) 
Co C, 102d Inf. (#) 

1 

f 

^( 6 U)* 

IU 5 

55 ( 65 *) 
ll)fi 

Co D, " (#) 

k 

178 

182 

1 put* Co C* 376 th Port Bn (#) 

1 

66 

69 

Hq A Hq Detachment 

9 1 

16 

26 

QM Detachment 

1 

16 

17 

Qrd « 

1 

13 

lit 

Chen " 


1 

1 

Signal " 

1 

37 

38 

Post Exchange Dot 

1 

h 


Medical Dot 


20 

2 


r " 7 gr“ 




806 • 

84 I 4 . ♦ 


(♦ Increased 6 Dec I 4 . 3 ) 
(# Prom APO 915) 

(# " - 9l2t) 


On 1 Oet. U.3» the CO of PALMYRA Naval Station* Capt. S.N.Hunter* USN* 

advised CinCPAC that he did not believe PALMYRA should be left without 

seaooast artillery protection. Bsrsmmel to nan at least three batteries 

of 5 " (51 guns were needed much store than the Negro port company 

which was scheduied to ooBte. Adniral Czhomley replied* 6 Oot.* that 

Amy personnel planned to sian the 5"guns and that the negro port company 

would probably have to be accepted. , 

On 8 October I 4 . 3 * Special Order #19b of Hq APO 9 I 5 indicated the 

departtire and gave a passenger list of the following t 

let Station Hospital (Capt.Howard L.Coekerham*Jr.) 2 Off 
Med Dot, 1st Bn* 102 Inf. 

" * J 429 th CA Bn 
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(PALMm IsUnd History, eont’d) 

353rd Qlf Co*(Coap) (Ist It.I^e L, Prsdsrlck, QM) 1 Off 16 M 

Co C, 102ad Iaf» (1st It.&'i D« Boliek) 5 116 

Co D, * * (Cftpt *111011001 d.O'Coimor) Ij. 157 

<ki 28 Oct.1+3, tho followrlHg »ato| 6 *Ul wos roportod to bo la oxeoss of 


thot aoodod for tho tootleol nlssioaf 

ii • 3" AA guns 
1 « Diroetor, oonpleto 

1 m Hol|^t finder, GoapleiM 

2 •> toloseopos 

1 • boK et tools 

5 •> Autoantie 20 am guns 

6 - borrol ossoabllos, signts, ote for those guns* 

On 10 Hoooatbor, Lt*Col.Alllnghsa roportod that all soaooast weapons 


wore being aaintaiaod and maimed as a soetmdary mission of porscsmol 


present <ni other taotioal adsat a a assigoments, and wore roeeirlhg training 
in their use. Two batteries (1^ guns) 5" y^l Naral and 1 battery l2 guns) 

5" Kami were being amnned by the Aray* One battery (2 guns) 5" /^1 


and two 3'* /^O Naral guns were manned by Haral persoaonel* Health oon- 
ditions were reported excellent and Mceellent oooperatiaa being aaintained 
with the Kary* More field glasses were needed properly to man all C!Hi, 

18 l^oh 19bit, i^.Col.Allingham reoooaonded the following reduotiom 
in thm Army garrison strength at PAlMTRAi 


To remain with the Ta^ Fcoree t 

Hq Detachment, (Himself, Capt.I^ottty, 5 Off g M 

Ist It .Charles A4laher,8ig, 

<3t,Sag, lot Lt.Frank H.Reynolds, 
S-2,S-3,Po8tal, and 1st It, 

Cecil C. Urch, Chaplain) 

Signal Corps Dot 
qu Dot 

Qrd Dot (2ad It.Villiam B, Leonard) 

Med Dot (Capt,Mlltfln Manette) 

Ebcoh Dot 
CWS HCO 
Trans Dot 



15 


2 li 

12 

9 

10 

h 

I 

21 


To return to Oahu (by air, if possible) 


7 87 gU 

9 I m 62 


4,. 
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(PAXMTRA Island History, cont’d) 

Oa. 11 April Ca, HSAFICPA in a radio to CO, AGP PAianSA said; 
llie eontplete OTacuatian of amy forces of your eoBs&and is directed* 


Desire the date on ebioh your organisation can be ready for moeement. 


together with complete organisational equipment, sector equipment, and 
all supplies. 

During March,2 companies of Infantry and 1 automatic weapons battery 
were shipped to Oahu, and all excess property was returned to the 
appropriate service depots, except barbed wire and anchor posts* The 
Marine's telephone wire also was salvaged. The Joint Army and Navy 
Ccmmunicatlons Center and Radio station on NSarlne Island were closed on 
9 March. 


On 3 April hh the following guns and positions had been manned i 


Battery D, 93^^ AAA, 90 »» guns #1,2,3,1^ 
(A-riatiou I* SCS 268 Radar 

203Bm guns #7,8,9 
30 oal HMG PillboBE #2, 


Bfcttery B, 29J^th AAA (sA) Ba, 

(ifEawn I ) Searchlights #1-5 (#6 in reserve) 

(Aviation 1* ) 2CteBB guns A 11 

(Eastern I. ) 30 cal MG Pillboxes 3,13,l6,2l!,25,32. 

(Bird I, KauU I.) 

Navyi (Cooper I.) 1;0 wsi guns 3,i^,5,6 

30 cal HMG Pillboxes 5»6,9#11 
20inm guns 2 A U* 


On 29 April ItU, no installations were being manned by the Ara^ 

Garrison force. The Navy was manning positions on Cooper Island and 
Kaula Tower, and additional Naval positions were proposed* 

On 11+ April i|i+, let Lt.Frank H* Reynolds, Snf * (Adjutant) assumed 
ccmanand of the l^adquarters and Hq Detachment, On 3 May 14+, he reported 
that a conservation program of priority duty has underway* Quanset or 
Nissen huts were being dismanteled and crated for shipment to Oahu* Also, 
matresses and iron beds were being stored for shipment* Salvage of clothing 
had been COTipleted, and the Nma-commissioned officers club had been closed 
28 April. -5- 
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PAlMm ISLAKD 


PAliOBA is s etHTSl stollf 96 O nsutiesl miles south by .west ef 
loaolulu, 5 ° 55* 162® 05* W, it used to ooasist of sbmit 50 

l<w, saady islets surroundinifi three smell lesooas. The islets stood 

'on e platform of eorel reef which dried in plaoes et low tide 

1 

^ieh ecaapletely siirrounded the lagoons* Today the western central 

(lageens hare been connected by a dredged channel, which leads westward 

' ■ ^ 

to the sea} and the islets have been connected by a causeway on which t 

«iere is a road, extending frcaa the (Sawle Point) around the eastern i' 
end to the ^ (Ram) Island* 

The area of the dry land, fonaerly 250 acres, has been nuoh 
inoreased by the dredged rook* Bie largest (Cooper) Island is the 
site erf an airfield* 

The islands formerly were densely oorered with trees and bushes* 

So heavy is the rainfall that the ground beneath the trees and coconut 
palms is carpeted with birdsnest ferns and other plants, despite the 
fact that the ground is <mly about six feet abore sealeTel»a± l^sny of 
the islands have been cleared or thinned of vegetatioB} but it remains 
dense in plaoes* 

The island may Irnve been seen by Capt .Edmund Panning in 1798, 

However it was first visited and named by Captain Sawla, who sou^t 
shelter there in the American ship Phlmyra in 1802* It was visited by 
various other ships and attempts were made to make coraaeroial use of 
the island. The late Judge Henry E Cooper acquired xkpds title to Xhlmyra, 
and in 1922 sold all but two islands to leslie and Ellen Pullard**heo of 
Honolulu* The U.S.Navy made preliminary surveys in I938, and commenoed 
the construotitm of a base in November 1939* The question of ownership 
has been under dispute in U*S.District Court, but it is Ameriosn territory* 


I 
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60001 * 300« EWE/WSW Rolled aaphalt 93,000 None 

and Coral 


TAXIWAYS f.m PARKING: No twyj 13 RVT'a parking area totaling 77,221 aq yds. 


OBSTRUCTIONS: Clear approaches. 
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Original Page Mo, 10 
M Phoenix, Line and Union 
Islands, 1 June 1951 


CONFIDENTIAL 

Airfield evaluation 


NAVIGATION FACILITIES —(I) RADIO (2) COMMUNICATIONS (3) AEROLOGY (4) LIGHTING: 

3.) No info 3) No info 

2) Local teleoliones. Telegraph to Canton Island. 

ii) Rwy (inoperative) 





SERVICES—(I) POL (2) REPAIRS: 

2) None 

1) Normal supply on fiand: IOO/I 3 O oct; 20,000 cals; 1120 oil; 1,000 gals. 

Gasoline storage capacity; 850,000 gals. No tank storage of oil. 

o 

FIXED INSTALlATIONS^^d) HANGARS (2) PERSONNEL ACCOMMODATIONS (3) MISC, BLDGS : 

1) 1 nose type 

2) Hotel near lid can acconijnodate 100. Accoimnodations on the i'ld for i|10 
personnel, 

3) /iarehouse. 



TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES —(H ROAD (2) R^ (3) WATER: 

2) None 

1) Road to installations extending around Atoll froia Strawn Island to Sand 
Island. 

3) Dock on N side of Paradise Island, j/k mi CGW, Snip c annel in Lagoon 
just V/. - 


V J 


OPERATORS; 


Private (CAA leased) 


USERS; 


Trans-Hawaiian Airlines bi-monthly. 





GNIFICANT STATEMENT. TItis is a good all year round base and with very little work 
could be put back into top condition. V/ould make a good interceptor base. It 
would take jet tactical and interceptor ftrs and limited HB's. Afld, is situated 
close enough to the more exnandable Casady AFB to become highly valuable. Fop 
16 unknown on this atoll and the usual visibility is 12 mi. All water used is 
rein water. 1,600,000 gal. catchment system. 
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SECRET 

Original Page No. 13 



Phoenix, Line and Union 


AIRFIELD EVALUATlOh 

j Islands, 1 June 1951 i 

Line Island 


'i 

COUNTRY: Paln^ra T.qlanr^ 

CLASS; 

NAME: SAMD T-RT-A NP . 

COUNTRY CODE: 686 

INSTALLATION NO : 8ll02 

ALTERNATE NAME/S; 

MAP REF: 

ALT. (FT.): 6 


WAG 8 I 43 1:1,000,000 

DATE LATEST INFO: Dec L8 


Afld Map 6N-158W (73) 


COORDS: < Om 



162 bdw 


LOCATION AND LANDMARKS: On Sand Island parallel to channel entrance to West 

Lagoonj at SW corner of Palrnyra Island, 



2350' 


NE/SW 


Coral 


No info 


TAXIWAYS AND PARKING: ^O info 


OBSTRUCTIONS: Clear approachs. 




Original Page No. 14 
'^ Phpsnixj Line and Union 
Islands, 1 June I 951 



NAVIGATION FACILITIFS —rn radio 
1) No info 


SECRET 

Airfield Evaluation 

(2) COMMUNICATIONS (3) AEROLOGY (4) LIGHTING: 

2) No info 3) No info L) No info 


I 



SERVICES —(I) POL (2) REPAIRS: 

1) No info 2) No info 


pED INSTALLATIONS -(I) H^GARS (2) PERSONNEL ACCOMMODATIONS (3) mISC. BLDGS : 

1) No info 2) No info 3 ) no info 


f' 




r 



TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES —rn rqad 


1) Road to installations 
Strawn Island. 


(2) RAIL (3) WATER: 

2) None 

extending around atoll from Sand Island to 


3) Ship channel just N’lV, 
OPERATORS : None 


USERS: None 


SIGNIFICANT <?TATpmcmt. 



SSJh program would be required bef 

extended future opns. Fid has no military value or 
than use as a parking area or crash strip. ^ 
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